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Islamabad: Prime 
minister sardar Tanveer 
Ilyas Khan while high-
lighting the immense 
investment opportuni-
ties in azad Kashmir has 
said that the incumbent 
government would pro-
vide all possible support 
and security to foreign 
investors.

The Pm said this while 
talking to a high-level 
delegation of Chinese 
investors who called on 
him here on Thursday. 
The delegation included 
mr Zhao Wan bin, miss 
Zhang Jing Jing, miss 
Gao Yun mei, miss sun 
Hui and dr muhammad 
Yusuf Khokhar. 
Government ministers 
abdul majid Khan, 
Chaudhry ali shan soni 
and Chaudhry akbar 
Ibrahim were also pre-

sent at the meeting.
Welcoming the 

Chinese delegateses, 
the prime minister said 
that there were ample 
investment opportuni-
ties in azad Kashmir 
and Chinese investors 
should take advantage 
of the region’s invest-
ment friendly environ-
ment. “aJK has a mas-
sive potential for tour-
ism and hydelpower 
generations”, he said 
adding that the govern-
ment would take all pos-
sible steps to facilitate 
investors besides pro-
viding them security. 
The Prime minister said 
that Chinese companies 
have already rendered 
their services in the 
field of hydel-power 
generation in azad 
Kashmir.

Referring to his gov-
ernment’s policy to boost 
the local economy, the 
Pm said that in order to 
increase revenue the gov-
ernment was planning a 
scheme to attract foreign 
investment in different 
sectors.  

 “The government 
would work under a plan 
to boost investment in 
various sectors to 
increase revenue of the 
state, develop new tour-
ist destinations and 
ensure the provision of 
basic amenities that will 
create employment at 
the local level”, the Pm 
said.

The visiting delegation 
on the occasion 
expressed its desire to 
invest in azad Kashmir.  

Earlier, former Prime 
minister sardar attique 

ahmad Khan and former 
senator Hafiz abdul 

malik Qadri called on 
the Prime minister. 

major Khurram Hameed 
Khan Rokhri and 

Principal secretary syed 
shahid mohi-ud-din 

Qadri were also present 
on the occasion. 

Chinese delegation calls on PM Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan

london: President 
azad Jammu and 
Kashmir barrister 
sultan mahmood while 
highlighting the fast 
deteriorating political 
and human rights situa-
tion in Indian occupied 
Kashmir has said that it 
was high time that the 
british parliament 
should play its due role 
in the resolution of 
Kashmir dispute.

barrister sultan 
mehmood Chaudhry 
said this while briefing 
the british members of 
Parliament in the House 
of Commons here on 
Thursday. The briefing 
was attended and 
addressed by a large 
number of british mPs 
including Catherine 
West the shadow Foreign 
minister, former labor 
Party leader and mP 
Jeremy Corbyn, andrew 
Gywnne, Rachel 
Hopkins, Kate Hollern, 
lord Qurban, naz shah, 
Jack brereton, Khalid 
mahmood, Imran 
Hussain, mohammad 
Yasin, Rehman Chishti, 
Tahir ali, Paul bristow , 
liam byrne, Tanmanjeet 
singh dhesi, Zara 
sultana, spellet Robbie 
moore, Jonath Giles, 
steve baker, Jim 
shannon, James daly, 
Richard bergeron and 
others.

speaking on the occa-
sion, the president said, 
“India has been commit-
ting atrocities in 
occupied Kashmir since 
1947, but situation in the 
restive region has dete-
riorated to alarming lev-
els since the modi gov-
ernment stripped the 
region of its special sta-
tus in 2019”. The Indian 
racist regime, he said, 
was hell bent on usurp-
ing the rights of the peo-
ple, taking hold of the 
territory to grab it com-
pletely.

The president said 
that the main purpose of 
his visit to Europe and 
the United Kingdom was 
to apprise the world 
about the dangerous sit-

uation Kashmiris in the 
Indian occupied terri-
tory have been stuck in 
for the past several dec-
ades. He said that the 
time has come that the 
british mPs should play 
their part in stopping 
the ongoing Indian 
atrocities in occupied 
Kashmir and for the 
release of Hurriyat 
leader Yasin malik and 
other Kashmiri prison-
ers. He said that it was 
unfortunate that the 
Indian court had con-
victed malik in a fake 
and politically moti-
vated case.

on this occasion, the 
defense Committee 
formed for the release of 
Yasin malik briefed the 

british Parliamentarians 
about the unjust sen-
tencing of Yasin malik 
by an Indian court. 
Copies of the sentence 
were also distributed 
amongst the partici-
pants of the meeting.

speaking on the occa-
sion, the british 
Parliamentarians con-
demned the ongoing 
atrocities and barbarism 
in occupied Kashmir 
and declared their sup-
port for the Kashmiri 
people’s right to self 
determination.

The parliamentarians 
assured the aJK presi-
dent that they would 
raise the issue in the 
british parliament and 
other important forums. 

They said that british 
Prime minister boris 
Johnson will also be 
asked to play his role 
regarding the release of 
Yassin malik.

They said that Trade 
talks between India and 
the UK would be made 
conditional on cessation 
of human rights abuses 
in the Indian-occupied 
Kashmir. similarly, 
they said that the 
british Prime minister 
and the british Foreign 
secretary would be 
asked to play their role 
in resolving the 
Kashmir issue that hap-
pens to be the main 
cause and consequence 
of rights violation in the 
region.

Barrister Sultan briefs British MPs 
on latest situation in IOK

I s l a m a b a d : 
Islamabad High Court 
has dismissed the peti-
tion of a professor against 
termination of his con-
tractual services under 
UsaId funded project 
by the vice chancellor of 
Health services 
academy (Hsa) 
Islamabad declaring it as 
‘not maintainable’.

dr. mohammad 
naseem Khan had chal-
lenged his termination of 
his contractual service 
by the vice chancellor of 
Hsa on grounds that his 
contract period was 
extended till november 
15, 2022. Petitioner coun-
sel submitted that 
impugned termination of 
contract was issued with-
out assigning any reason 
and questioned the com-
petence of Vice 
Chancellor of Hsa for 
issuance of such notifica-
tion.

He submitted that peti-
tioner has discriminated 
against him as other sim-
ilarly placed contractual 
employees were still 
working in the Has 
whereas his service has 
been terminated. He also 
questioned appointment 
of VC Hsa and submit-
ted that his appointment 
was infact made unlaw-
fully and he has no 
authority to terminate 
the petitioner from ser-
vice.

The counsel of the vice 
chancellor and Has sub-
mitted that petition was 
not maintainable as post 
in which petitioner was 
employed was project 
post and appointment 
was made for one year 
under UsaId funded 
project. 

He submitted that peti-
tioner’s appointment did 
not confer any right upon 
him to claim his reten-
tion in Has for an indefi-
nite period as petitioner 
was neither a permanent 
employee nor a contrac-
tual employee. He sub-
mitted that petitioner 
was appointed for donor 
based project for one 
year which is extendable 
or till availability of 

funds whichever was ear-
lier and petitioner has no 
locus standi to claim any 
relief from constitutional 
jurisdiction.

The court after perusal 
of record of the case 
observed that petitioner 
services were hired 
under technical assis-
tance funded through 
memorandum of under-
standing between 
UsaId and government 
of Pakistan titled 
strengthening the capac-
ity of health services 
academy and post of the 
petitioner was project 
post selected for one year 
or availability of funds.

The court observed 
that high court cannot 
step into the shoes of 
appointment authority 
and it also cannot extend 
the scope of a contract 
that has been signed by 
an employee as the same 
goes against the spirit of 
the very concept of con-
tract employment. 

Regarding issuance of 
writ of quo warranto 
against VC Has, the 
court observed that 
record shows that syndi-
cate of Has approved 
the retirement of the 
then VC with effect from 
september 1, 2021 and it 
ratified the arrange-
ments proposed by then 
VC Hsa and directed 
the academy to submit 
the reference to the pres-
ident for further guid-
ance and necessary order 
in the matter. The court 

observed that petitioner 
could have challenged 
the same at relevant time 
but he preferred chal-
lenged the appointment 
when the VC issued 
adverse order against 
him. 

The court observed 
that such conduct of the 
petitioner speaks vol-
umes of the malafides 
and ulterior motives on 
part of the petitioner. 

The court observed 
that personal vengeance/
grudge of the petitioner 
against respondent VC 
cannot be ruled out par-
ticularly when VC issued 
the impugned order. The 
court observed that it 
could be safely held that 
present petition regard-
ing appointment of VC 
was outcome of malice 
and ill-will on part of the 
petitioner and high 
court’s constitutional 
jurisdiction cannot be 
restored to settle the per-
sonal grudges/difference 
between the parties as 
such this petition was not 
maintainable on this 
score alone. 

The court observed 
that impugned office 
order with regard to ter-
mination of petitioner 
contractual services does 
not suffer from any legal 
infirmity calling for 
interference by the 
court. The court 
observed that petition 
being devoid of merits 
and dismissed accord-
ingly.

IHC dismisses petition of 
double job-holder contractual 

professor against Vice 
Chancellor Health 
Services Academy

R a W a l a K o T /
london: The partici-
pants of a virtual panel 
discussion warned here 
on Thursday, that local 
communities could face 
dangerous situations and 
environmental danger if 
coordinated public part-
nership efforts were not 
made to protect local 
natural resources in 
Rawalakot, azad Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

addressing the panel 
discussion, social activ-
ists, intellectuals and 
other participants said 
that ignoring emerging 
environmental issues in 
azad Kashmir could cre-
ate severe economic, 
social, and environmen-
tal challenges for local 
communities.

Press for Peace 
Foundation- a UK-based 
organization had 
arranged the Twitter 
space discussion on 
‘Environmental Issues in 
Rawalakot’ to create 
awareness about envi-
ronmental problems, sus-
tainable development, 
and the green economy. 

mazhar Iqbal mazhar 
(london) hosted the 
event and prominent 
among the speakers were 
Educational Consultant 
Jamil ahmed, author 
Javaid Khan, President   
Rawalakot Press Club 
sardar Rashid nazir, 
analyst Kashif mir, Prof. 
Zafar Iqbal (director 
Press for Peace 
Foundation), abdul 
Wajid Khan, senior jour-

nalist, shahid awan 
social activist, 
Khurshidabbasi, and 
others. 

The speakers urged 
the government to 
launch modern and eco-
friendly sewerage sys-
tems in Rawalakot, 
muzaffarabad, and other 
main cities of the region. 

Governments and civil 
society should work 
jointly to tackle growing 
environmental chal-
lenges of deforestation, 
pollution, soil erosion, 
greenhouse emissions, 
flooding, fewer crops, 
etc. 

The civil society and 
local communities need 
to take ownership of the 
efforts to protect natural 
resources and wildlife. 

The speakers also urged 
the government to impose 
a ban on the use of plastic 
bags adding that recycla-
ble and biodegradable 
bags should be promoted 
and encouraged. 

The rising usage of 
baby diapers is a threat 
to the health of citizens 
and the beauty of the 
local areas because dis-
posable diapers never go 
away. diapers contribute 
to health issues and envi-
ronmental problems. 

analyst Kashif mir dis-
closed that over 25 
billion Rupees were 
spent under the ‘billion 
Tsunami tree program’ 
and ‘Green Pakistan’ 
program on forest con-
servation and wildlife 
protection in azad 

Jammu and Kashmir. 
However, ground reali-
ties about forest protec-
tion and conservation 
are mismatched with the 
government claims on 
environmental invest-
ments. 

He lamented over the 
incidents of unprece-
dented wildfires in for-
ests and questioned the 
government’s measures 
to protect valuable natu-
ral resources including 
farmlands and forests.

Prof. Zafar Iqbal 
informed the partici-
pants that Press for 
Peace Foundation would 
arrange similar events, 
workshops, seminars, 
and other activities in 
muzaffarabad, bagh, 
and other cities. 

Panel Discussion On Environmental Issues In Rawalakot

KaRaCHI: In a shock-
ing incident, a man was 
killed while several oth-
ers sustained bullet inju-
ries as armed clashes 
broke out during the by-
election in Karachi’s 
na-240 constituency.

according to following 
the clashes in the constit-
uency, four people with 
bullet wounds were 
brought to the Jinnah 
Postgraduate medical 
Centre (JPmC). 
However, one of the four 
succumbed to his inju-
ries during treatment at 
the facility.

Taking notice of the 
unpleasant incident, the 
sindh Election 
Commissioner Ejaz 
anwar Chauhan made 
telephone calls to the 

chief secretary and the 
IG to control the law and 
order situation in the 
constituency.

He asked the police 
chief to arrest those who 
are trying to sabotage 
the election process.

Talking to Geo news, 
PsP chief mustafa 
Kamal confirmed that 
the deceased person was 
a member of his party 
and several others were 
in critical condition.

“He was our party 
member, who was aged. 
He resided in baldia. The 
TlP people attacked us 
and killed my party 
member,” the PsP chair-
man said, rebutting the 
claims of the TlP that 
they were attacked.

Kamal said that had 

the PsP used weapons, 
no one would be able to 
open fire at their offices 
and return safely. “They 
(TlP) are spewing lies. I 
appeal to the authorities 
that arrest them or give 
us weapons.”

Ruling out that his 
party resorted to vio-
lence, Kamal said his 
party members’ “lives 
were very precious to 
him” and that he wanted 
action to be taken against 
TlP for allegedly gun-
ning down his party 
member.

Kamal was present at 
the time that the firing 
incident took place dur-
ing the by-polls — which 
witnessed low-voter turn-
out amid the violent 
clashes.

TlP leader mufti 
Ghous baghdadi, in con-
versation with Geo news, 
said that several of his 
party workers were 
injured in the clashes as 
he claimed that “losers” 
resorted to violence.

“The people who see 
that their loss is near 

resort to violence. all 
this violence took place 
under the supervision of 
anees Kaimkhani and 
mustafa Kamal,” he said.

The TlP leader said 
that the PsP leaders 
wanted to give an impres-
sion that there are no big-
ger “thugs” than them.

NA-240 by-election: One killed, several 
injured in armed clashes
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Anita in the ring
Anita Karim is not a household name in Pakistan, though she should be. 

There are many reasons for such obscurity. Anita is a woman, from Hunza, 
who practises MMA, a sport that barely gets any attention in the country 
because, like other sports, it is dwarfed by glamorous cricket tournaments. 
But Anita’s recent achievements more than speak for her talent and skill. 
The mixed martial arts fighter has become the first fighter from Pakistan 
to win under the banner of Fairtex Fight Promotion at Lumpinee Stadium, 
Bangkok by defeating her Australian opponent in all three rounds. In 
2019, she won the ONE Warrior Series (OWS) held in Indonesia. It was 
however disappointing to learn that after her 2019 win, the bantamweight 
category fighter was received at the Lahore airport by few people, mainly 
people from Hunza and a few other fans.

Our heroes in minority sports, which essentially include all sports other 
than cricket, go unrewarded and unrecognized consistently. Anita Karim 
deserves honours for what she has achieved in a male-dominated sport. Her 
skills in mixed martial arts, a traditionally tough sport, need to be acknowl-
edged and other women and girls encouraged to take up the sport profession-
ally. The fact that Anita Karim is from Hunza, Gilgit-Baltistan makes her 
achievements even more laudable mainly due to the fact that the region has 
traditionally remained neglected – part of the so-called ‘peripheries’ of the 
country. In interviews, Anita has shared how people have objected to her 
dress kit, highlighting the additional pressure women in sports often go 
through in Pakistan: where dress codes and issues of ‘modesty’ often take 
over the discourse. Undeterred by criticism, however, Anita keeps moving 
forward. This 25-year-old MMA fighter deserves far more than a couple of 
interviews and an official dinner or two by the government. Pakistan needs 
to encourage sports across the country, and especially so in areas that are not 
seen as mainstream in the country. Add to that the fact that this MMA fighter 
happens to be a Pakistani woman and we have a story worth being proud of. 
Whether for self-defence – needed at a time when sexual violence against 
women has seen a disturbing increase – or as a sport, women in the ring need 
to be encouraged. There is still no real recognition for mixed martial arts in 
the country. One would hope the government finally looks beyond the tradi-
tional cricket obsession and recognizes the need to set up a regulatory body 
for MMA, and encourages both men and women to pursue this sport.

Growing N-piles
After decades of declining, the number of usable nuclear weapons in the 

world looks set to rise in the near future as tensions between the West and 
Russia, in particular, and other nuclear-armed states in general, have 
risen to levels not seen in many of our lifetimes. The Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute, a well-respected Swedish think-
tank, noted that all of the nuclear-armed states have been increasing or 
upgrading their arsenals and rethinking the role of nuclear weapons in 
their military strategies. Most notably, immediately after the invasion of 
Ukraine began, Russian President Vladimir Putin put its nuclear deter-
rent on high alert and began directing thinly-veiled threats at countries 
that would dare to stand in Russia’s way.

Meanwhile, the US, which has the second-most nukes, continues to work 
on upgrading its arsenal, and third-place China has also been taking the 
same approach. The same applies to the UK and France, While Pakistan 
and India have reportedly also been growing their arsenals, although nei-
ther has confirmed or admitted to this. And despite only possessing a hand-
ful of nuclear weapons, North Korea continues to aggressively expand its 
nuclear arsenal. Israel, which has never admitted to having nuclear weap-
ons, is for the same reason the hardest to draw estimates for, but there have 
long been rumors that the country has continued producing weapons to 
strengthen its deterrent, especially against arch-rival Iran, which is also 
rumoured to be capable of producing nuclear weapons, though no one 
believes it has any yet. It is also concerning that the rising number of weap-
ons and increasing yields has not really helped stop conflict. And while it 
may be true that mutually assured destruction may have kept several bor-
der exchanges and other tense situations between Pakistan and India, India 
and China, and Israel and its neighbours from getting out of hand, the fact 
is that, with increasing second-strike capability.

Ms Marvel, a web 
series based on a Muslim 
superhero, broke the 
internet with its record-
breaking reviews a week 
after its launch. However, 
after being rated as the 
best-reviewed MCU 
series on Disney Plus and 
a 97% critical acclaim on 
Rotten Tomatoes, the 
Kamala Khan-starrer 
became the lowest scored 
MCU series on IMDb— a 
surprise to many.

Forbes blames “review 
bombing” to be the rea-
son behind the minise-
ries’ low ratings and 
described it as “people 
intentionally rated the 
show poorly to lower its 
ratings.” While some 
people may argue that it 
could be because people 
simply do not like it, it’s 
highly unlikely because 
other rating platforms, 
user reviews and Disney+ 
statistics prove them 
wrong. Given the data, 
it’s impossible not to see 
what’s going on with Ms 
Marvel as an outlier with 
malicious origins — 
namely discrimination 
against race and religion.

One-star ratings
For IMDb, Loki stands 

on top with an 8.2/10 rat-
ing and Ms Marvel stands 

as a downward outlier on 
the last with a 6.6/10 rat-
ing – the lowest any MCU 
series have been rated. 
However, according to 
the publication, when we 
dig further into individ-
ual statistics, the low 
score for Ms Marvel is 
due to user spamming 
the website with one-star 
reviews for the show in 
large numbers.

All critically acclaimed 
MCU series including 
Loki and WandaVision, 
have received an average 
of 2.5% one-star ratings 

in the past when Ms 
Marvel has, just in a 
week, gotten bombed 
with 22.2% one-star rat-
ings. There’s clearly a 
bias against which the 
show is being review 
bombed without even 
giving it a chance.

And one can say that 
for sure because if you 
take all one-star ratings 
out of the picture, the 
show has received a 
polarising number of 
44% of 10/10 star reviews, 
more than any series ever 
had. With all one-star 

spam rating removed, the 
MCU series is the one 
with the highest score of 
all.

Why is Ms Marvel 
being review bombed?

Well, there can be 
many reasons from unre-
latable representation to 
racism and Islamophobia. 
According to American 
commentator, Joe 
Vargas, the miniseries 
was rated with one star 
within three minutes of 
its release, suggesting 
that the users did not 
even watch the complete 

episode.
Reddit and Twitter 

users have expressed 
reviews with racist, 
Islamophobic and sexist 
comments calling it 
‘cringe,’ ‘childish’ and 
‘wasteful’. While on the 
contrary, the show does 
the opposite. By casting 
Iman Vellani, a Pakistani 
American girl in the lead 
and giving other South 
Asian actors a chance to 
tell their stories of bravery 
and love, Marvel took a 
huge step forward in terms 
of representation in a fran-
chise which has been dom-
inated by White, North 
American Males.

Other reasons can also 
be because the show is 
essentially targeted to a 
teenage audience and for 
avid comic readers, 
Kamala Khan’s superpow-
ers aren’t exactly reflective 
of the comic in the show.

But outlet described 
the “major” reasons for 
the review bombing to be 
the superhero’s skin col-
our and ethnic belonging. 
Some closed groups have 
reportedly protested to 
replace the lead with a 
blonde, white girl as they 
view a Muslim superhero 
as an assault on Christian 
values.

Renowned Pakistani 
singer Ali Haider 
acknowledges that it’s 
been a while since he did 
any commercial work but 
has assured that his 
purani jeans and guitar 
are still intact in an inter-
view with Independent 
Urdu. The singer, who 
moved to the US in 2013, 
is in Pakistan these days 
and is ready to get back in 
action.

The Chand Sa Mukhra 
crooner, whose last big 
release was Bachpan Ki 
Badami Yadein, is set to 
churn out a brand-new 
album titled Tum Hi Tou 
Ho, as per an announce-
ment made on social 
media on Tuesday. After 
sharing a teaser for the 
song Tum Hi Tou Ho on 
June 4, Haider revealed 
days later that he is releas-
ing six songs. And the 
teaser for his title track 
sees Anoushey Abbasi 
alongside the now veteran 
singer looking as fresh as 
ever.

But before we get to 
hear him sing again, 
Haider, in his latest inter-
view with the outlet, has 
opened up about his 

thoughts on music today 
and what he makes of the 
changed times, provided 
he has been detached 
from the Pakistani music 
circuit. The singer, who 
moved to Houston, Texas 
for his daughters’ educa-
tion and kept himself 
busy hosting a drive time 
show at a radio station, 
did not keep his distance 
from music and even 
released a song titled 
Larallallala Lulu in 
February.

His last commercial gig 
was in 2015 Coke Studio, 
where he rendered Jia 
Kare Dhak Dhak from his 
album 1993 album 
Sandaisa, which became 
quite popular. And now, 

while reinstating that he 
has not given up on his 
passion, Haider has 
lauded everything that 
has come out of Pakistan 
over the years, along with 
sharing some grievances.

“Something good has 
been happening in the 
Pakistani music in every 
era,” he said while 
expressing his gratitude 
to have witnessed it all. 
“There was a time when 
people were obsessed 
with pop duo Nazia and 
Zohaib Hassan, then 
there came the era of 
Vital Signs and Junoon. 
Moving forward, we wit-
nessed people going gaga 
over Ali Zafar and Atif 
Aslam. 

‘Ms Marvel’ is being review bombed on IMDB 
for its South Asian, Muslim superhero

Ali Haider is all set to 
return with new album 

‘Tum Hi Tou Ho’

Do more
When the PMLN-led coalition government willy-nilly went to the IMF to 

reclaim the remainder of the $3 billion from the loan programme with the 
Fund, suspended after the PTI government fell short on its commitments, 
history repeated itself. Walking a tightrope, the new government has evi-
dently been torn between saving the country from default and keeping 
intact whatever political capital it is left with. In the process, the govern-
ment also erred on the side of politics and could not bring itself to include 
in Budget 2022-23 what it had agreed with the Fund in Doha. It is this 
inability to take make-or-break decisions that led to the budget planners 
softening out the rough edges of IMF diktats in the budget to limit public 
outrage. As expected, the IMF has not taken the toned-down budget too 
well, and has minced few words in telling Pakistan to ‘do more’ to meet its 
requirements for the revival of the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) pro-
gramme. The government’s cautious approach shows it’s not prepared to 
risk its political capital. But by playing this cat-and-mouse game with the 
IMF, we are distancing ourselves from a bailout that is our last hope to 
avoid a balance of payments crisis. The IMF seeks decisive action, which 
should have been reflected in the budgetary measures.

The staggered implementation of the IMF prescription is actually doing 
more harm than good to the country’s economy. As a fallout of this fickle 
economic policymaking, the markets are cratering, the rupee is in a free 
fall, investors are pulling out of the capital markets, foreign direct invest-
ment is at a standstill, the world is unwilling to extend any credit line to us 
– the list is long and dire. The IMF is in talks with the government to get 
clarity on certain revenue and spending items for a full assessment; how-
ever, their preliminary estimate was that additional measures would be 
needed to strengthen the budget – though it has not specified exactly what 
those ‘additional measures’ are. On the face of it, these additional meas-
ures are a further hike in petrol and diesel prices within this week. 
Subsidies on the prices of petrol and diesel still continue and another par-
tial withdrawal is likely before a staff level agreement with the IMF.

Finance Minister Miftah Ismail seems to still be hoping against hope 
that Pakistan can bring a not-so-cordial IMF around by making tweaks 
and adjustments to the budgetary measures. But the IMF is not talking 
about the tweaks. It has expressed concerns about the budget numbers, 
including fuel subsidies, a widening current account deficit, and the need 
to raise more direct taxes. Miftah Ismail is still confident of a successful 
review and a staff-level agreement with the IMF. 

Pakistan’s stocks began 
trading this week with a 
thumbs-down view of the eco-
nomic policies of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s 
government, in a clear rebuke 
of the recently installed rul-
ing coalition in Islamabad.

On Monday, share prices 
fell about three per cent on 
the very first working day of 
the week after last Friday’s 
budget, marking more than 
just a kneejerk reaction. The 
trend signaled the overall 
sentiment across Pakistan 
notably among businessmen, 
as Sharif and other members 
of his ruling coterie pre-
tended ‘all is well’.

But many Pakistanis are 
sceptical – and for good rea-
son. The budget was pre-
sented with promises of 
bringing a brighter future 
even in the midst of a worsen-
ing economy. Across the coun-
try, however, Pakistanis have 
ample reason to remain 
deeply suspicious over two 
inter-related realities.

On the one hand, the state 
of politics has landed in disar-
ray mainly due to the very 
evident disconnect between 
Pakistan’s ruling elite and 
constituents across the grass-
roots. Consequently, many 
constituents feel marginal-
ized and unrepresented. Year 
after year, mainstream 
Pakistanis have been widely 

disappointed as they have 
witnessed the increasingly 
powerful reality of elected 
representatives overseeing 
policies just in favor of the 
vested interests surrounding 
them.

Though promises have been 
made repeatedly to under-
take new initiatives in the 
name of the people of 
Pakistan, little has been done 
by way of actual progress. 
Among the allocations 
announced in this year’s 
budget, the government set 
aside Rs20 billion for 
Karachi’s K-4 water project, 
which first came to the lime-
light in 2011. The eleven-year 
delay in launching what is 
clearly a fundamental need 
for citizens of Pakistan’s larg-
est city, caused its cost to 
shoot up to an estimated 
Rs150 billion or six times the 
estimated cost of Rs25 billion, 
estimated more than a dec-
ade ago.

On the other hand, 
Pakistan’s worsening eco-
nomic conditions have con-
sistently undermined the 
interests of its mainstream 
population as successive 
regimes have largely pursued 
their carefully chosen ends to 
benefit a range of individuals 
and groups tied to them. 
Though this year’s budget 
from Islamabad has been pre-
sented as one meant to tighten 

the noose around Pakistan’s 
financial elite, nothing could 
be further from the truth. 
Measures such as higher 
taxes on imported luxury cars 
or higher taxes on ownership 
of second homes above a cer-
tain value can just not be 
characterized as even mildly 
back breaking for the suffi-
ciently endowed. Meanwhile, 
the budgetary measures have 
shown little evidence of more 
than just half-hearted action 
to lift the fate of government 
provided hospitals or educa-
tional institutions.

Perhaps the biggest eco-
nomic disconnect between 
the ruling elite and Pakistan’s 
mainstream population came 
in the form of the target for 
average inflation for the next 
financial year. Set at a modest 
rate of just 11.5 per cent, the 
target for inflation clearly 
defies logic. At a time when 
the cost of petroleum, gas and 
electricity is set to rise any-
where between one-third to 
roughly by half, Pakistan’s 
mainstream population is 
about to bear the worst brunt 
of inflation in years. Exactly 
how inflation over the next 
twelve months will be lower 
than inflation in today’s 
Pakistan remains blatantly 
unclear.

With Pakistan’s political 
and economic outlook remain-
ing so uncertain, the way for-

ward can only be exceedingly 
uncertain. The Sharif-led rul-
ing structure faces the chal-
lenge of justifying their push 
in spring this year that led to 
former prime minister Imran 
Khan’s downfall. Anecdotal 
evidence today suggests that 
Pakistanis feel much worse 
off than under their previous 
government. And with elec-
tions due no later than next 
summer, it is hard to imagine 
the government beginning to 
make hard choices in the best 
interest of Pakistan.

Going forward, Pakistan’s 
outlook will likely remain a 
victim to the failure of its rul-
ers. Sharif and others in the 
ruling coalition have fre-
quently promised to lead 
Pakistan towards a far more 
promising future than what 
was possible under the Khan 
government. But their failure 
to read the writing on the wall 
could cost Pakistan dearly.

The crisis for Pakistan’s 
middle and low-income con-
sumers witnessed today is 
surely acute. Its intensity eas-
ily outpaces the challenging 
times ever faced in the 
nation’s history. While the 
post-9/11 security crisis was 
intense, the cushioning effect 
came from generous US-led 
Western assistance that 
helped protect Pakistan’s 
mainstream households from 
hard economic trends. 

One of the significant meas-
ures to meet the demands of 
the International Monetary 
Fund is the tax revenue tar-
get of Rs7,004 billion of the 
Federal Board of Revenue for 
FY2022-23, a 16.7 per cent 
increase from the previous 
year.

The FBR, in its dual role of 
tax policymaker and tax col-
lection authority, has pro-
posed a new source of taxa-
tion of deemed rental income 
based on the capital value of 
immovable property under 
section 7E in the Income Tax 
Ordinance, 2001 (‘ITO 2001’) 
proposed through the 
Finance Bill, 2022. Under the 
proposed amendment, sub-
ject to certain exceptions, a 
resident person shall be 
deemed to receive rent equal 
to five per cent of the fair 
market value of such prop-
erty situated in Pakistan, 
which is proposed to be taxed 
for tax year 2022 and onwards 
at the rate of 20 per cent.

The fiscal laws are no stran-
ger to the deeming provi-
sions, which create a legal fic-
tion to impose tax on an 
income that is not actually 
accrued. The courts, how-
ever, strictly construe such 
provisions in relation to their 
underlying purpose and the 
domain of the enacting legis-
lature.

Keeping aside the inherent 
legal issues, the proposed tax 
only burdens the existing tax-
payers as no effort has been 
made to widen the tax base. 
The number of people filing 
their tax returns was around 
three million for tax year 
2021. The proposed section 
7E does not enable the FBR 
to widen this tax base. Those 
who are not filing their tax 
returns will continue to 
remain indifferent, if not 
reluctant, to file their tax 
returns. Therefore, practi-

cally, this proposed addition 
may only lead to burdening 
the already compliant tax-
payers with no impact on per-
sons out of the tax net.

The Indian Tax Act, 1961 
levied a similar tax under 
sections 22 and 23. These pro-
visions were challenged in 
Sakarlal Balabhai v Income 
Tax Officer [(1975) 100 ITR 
97 (Guj)]. The Gujarat High 
Court upheld their legality 
on the grounds that a notional 
letting value of property can 
be taxed, as it would be con-
sidered as “income” under 
the Income Tax Act; and that 
it falls within the ambit of the 
legislative competence of the 
parliament of India under 
entry No 82 of List I (the 
‘Union List’) of the 7th 
Schedule to the constitution 
of India, 1949 – that is: “taxes 
on income other than agricul-
tural income”. The corre-
sponding entry in the Federal 
Legislative List of the 4th 
Schedule to the constitution 
of Pakistan, 1973 is entry 47: 
“taxes on income other than 
agricultural income”. Based 
on this, the federal legisla-
ture may impose tax on 
deemed income under the 
proposed section 7E.

However, one of the stark 
differences in the legislative 
lists of the two countries is 
the presence of entry 50 in 
the constitution of Pakistan, 
which limits the federal legis-
lative domain by listing 
“taxes on the capital value of 
the assets, not including taxes 
on immovable property”. It is 
noteworthy that, unlike the 
Federal Legislative List, the 
Union List does not create 
any specific exclusion with 
respect to immovable prop-
erty, and instead provides 
broad legislative powers to 
the Indian federal legislature 
by including “any other mat-
ter not enumerated in List II 

or List III including any tax 
not mentioned in either of 
those Lists” in the Union List. 
In contrast, the residual legis-
lative powers for subjects not 
mentioned in the Federal 
Legislative List vests with 
the provinces as a result of 
the 18th Amendment to the 
constitution, which aimed at 
providing more financial and 
legislative autonomy to the 
provinces.

It is pertinent to note that 
prior to the 18th Amendment, 
entry No 50 of the Federal 
Legislative List empowered 
the federal legislature to levy 
taxes on the capital value of 
assets, not including taxes on 
capital gains on immovable 
property. However, the words 
“on capital gains” were omit-
ted by the 18th Amendment, 
which effectively made the 
taxation on capital value of 
immovable property a pro-
vincial subject. This shows 
that the federal legislature 
surrendered the right to levy 
tax on capital value for the 
levy of tax on capital gains. 
Further, the FBR, vide 
Circular No 02 of 2012, dated 
July 27, 2012 also explained 
that the effect of omission of 
these words is that the fed-
eral legislature cannot 
impose taxes on capital value 
of immoveable property, but 
can only levy tax on capital 
gains on the disposal of 
immoveable property.

It is important to note that 
the tax under the proposed 
section 7E is being charged 
on the value of the immova-
ble property (five per cent of 
fair market value). From the 
bare perusal of the proposed 
amendment, it can be argued 
that the federal legislature is 
indirectly trying to impose 
tax on the capital value of 
immovable properties. This 
not only takes it out of the 
ambit of the federal legisla-

ture but also goes against the 
well-settled principle that 
what cannot be done directly 
can also not be done indi-
rectly.

It seems that the federal 
legislature, by taking a page 
from the neighbour’s book, 
has relied on entry 47 of the 
Federal Legislative List to 
impose tax under the pro-
posed section 7E. However, 
even reliance on entry 47 cre-
ates some significant legal 
lacunas. Equality before law 
is a fundamental right guar-
anteed by Article 25 of the 
constitution of Pakistan. As 
evident from its language, 
the proposed amendment 
aims at taxing the deemed 
rental income from a land, 
whether the said land is being 
used for an income generat-
ing purpose or not. It will be a 
legal challenge for the propo-
nents to justify the taxation 
on a similar scale on lands 
with different characteris-
tics.

Reliance in this regard may 
be placed on Kunnatha 
Thathunni Moopil Nair etc v 
State of Kerala and another 
(AIR 1961 SC 552) wherein 
the Supreme Court of India 
examined the vires of a state 
act imposing a basic tax on 
holding of lands at a uniform 
rate, irrespective of the 
description of land and the 
tenure for which they were 
held. The court ruled that 
guarantee of equal protec-
tion of laws must extend even 
to taxing statutes and the 
levy of the tax at a uniform 
rate on the lands, without any 
classification, was against the 
fundamental right to be 
treated equally, as it would 
create a situation whereby a 
person making nothing out of 
his land and a person making 
profits from his land would 
both be taxed in a similar 
manner.

After the budget

Deconstructing the property tax

By Farhan Bokhari

By MohaMMad awais
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ISLAMABAD: A man is riding a tricycle bike along with his family at Constitution Avenue without helmet, which needs the attention of concern authorities. — Online

HARIPUR: The Tehsil 
Municipal Authority 
(TMA) has sealed the 
whole parasailing point 
at Khanpur dam over 
non-payment of the fee 
by different service oper-
ators including boat-rid-
ers.

The TMA Khanpur has 
imposed a municipal fee 
on water sports at the 
Khanpur dam. The TMA 
sealed the picnic spot 
and the parasailing after 
the operators failed to 
pay the municipal fee.

The local boat opera-
tors and stall holders 
claimed that some peo-
ple impersonating TMA 
officials collect tax from 
them and issue them 
receipts. They said that 
the TMA instead of tak-
ing action against the 
fake officials sealed the 
whole paragliding point, 
depriving hundreds of 
people of their liveli-
hood.

The local operators 
said that a similar epi-
sode emerged in the past 
as well and they had to go 
to court with receipts 
after the TMA officials 
allegedly harassed them. 
The local operators said 
that the case was still 
pending in the court 
after the TMA declared 
the receipts fake.

The operators said that 
the TMA has turned a 
blind eye to the fake offi-
cials who collect the sum 
in the name of the TMA. 
They asked why TMA 
was not taking action 
against these people?

They said that the 
TMA Khanpur was not 
authorized to collect the 
fee including the parking 
charges as, according to 
them, the area was 
owned by the Wapda and 
PWD. They said that due 
to the connivance of the 
TMA and police, illegal 
parking fee was being 
collected and illegal tax 
has been taken from peo-
ple for bathing.

The boat owners said 
that they have licences 
and government depart-
ments have all the 
records. They said that 
they were being har-

assed by the TMA offi-
cials despite the pay-
ment of taxes. They said 
that the TMA was creat-
ing unnecessary hurdles, 
depriving thousands of 
people of their liveli-
hood.

They said that summer 
was the season when 
tourists from all over the 
country visit the area 
and the local businesses 
boom as a result.

They said that “they 
pay taxes to the TMA. 
Whether or not, the 
receipts are real or fake, 
it is none of our busi-
ness”.

They said: “Those who 
are involved in this scam 
should be taken to task 
and the local administra-
tion and the TMA 
stopped teasing and har-
assing them.”

Boating and Traders’ 
President Raja Hanif 
said that “We are fully 
cooperating with the dis-
trict administration and 
the police but for 
unknown reasons, we are 
being harassed under 
one or the other pretext 
and their employment 
places are being sealed 
after imposing heavy 
fines on us.”

“We are not responsi-
ble if someone is indulged 
illegality under the 
patronage of someone. It 
is the responsibility of 
the district administra-
tion to find out who gives 
permission for illegality?

He further said that 
Khanpur pam provided 
entertainment to mil-
lions of tourists every 
year.

He said that hundreds 
of families were doing 
businesses there to earn 
their bread and butter. 
“We have raised our 

voice against illegal fines 
and closure of businesses 
in the past and will raise 
again.”

He said that they were 
paying all kinds of taxes 
regularly even though 
the place belonged to the 
federal government, 
WAPDA and other 
departments. “Several 
cases were pending in 
various courts in this 
respect. We fully co-
operate with the district 
administration and we 
request the TMA should 
not harass us by impos-
ing heavy fines and taxes 
and closure of the picnic 
spot? He said that they 
should not be forced to 
take to the streets in pro-
test.

Tourists including Pir 
Ataullah Shah Nasir 
Khan Zia Islam Hafiz 
Wajid Ali and others said 
that tourists on the banks 
of Khanpur Dam were 
looted with both hands. 
They said that fritters 
were being sold for 
Rs500 per kg. They said 
that a higher fee was also 
being charged in the 
name of parking.

They said that the dis-
trict administration 
should declare tourism 
along the Khanpur Dam 
a tax-free zone.

Meanwhile, Khanpur 
Tehsil Chairman Raja 
Haroon Sikandar while 
talking to a delegation of 
Khanpur Boating 
Association and TMA 
officials said that the 
TMA management 
should not harass opera-
tors and local traders. He 
directed the Tehsil 
Municipal Officer to take 
steps to resolve all legiti-
mate issues in consulta-
tion with the Khanpur 
Boating Association.

Khanpur dam 
parasailing point sealed

KARACHI: The 400-
bed Sindh Government 
Qatar Hospital in Orangi 
Town is facing serious 
administrative and medi-
cal mismanagement 
issues. The process of 
providing medical treat-
ment to patients is badly 
affected due to shortage 
of medical and paramed-
ical staff including doc-
tors.

Paediatric department 
of the hospital it the 
worth hit where people 
coming with their chil-
dren have to wait for 
hours for their turn to 
see a doctor. Most of the 
times people lose 
patience as a result 
heated arguments take 
place between parents 
and the hospital staff.

Most of the equipment 
and diagnostic machines 
including CT Scan, MRI, 
endoscopy and fibro scan 
have been out of order 
since long. Patients are 
being shifted to other 

hospitals due to lack of 
facilities. The hospital’s 
cold storage is also inac-
tive. The robotic surgery 
machine installed years 
ago is not also not in use.

The new Qatar 
Hospital has about 100 
beds while the old one 
has more than 300 beds.

According to the 

patients, their time is 
wasted because of lack of 
medical facilities and 
shortage of doctors. In 
most cases the condition 
of sick children aggra-
vates when they are 
brought with emergency 
cases but not attended 
for hours.

Patients also complain 

that they have to return 
home without getting 
any medical treatment.

The patients question, 
“Where does the budget 
provided by the provin-
cial health department 
go if things are not in 
place in the hospital.”

In this regard, when 
the Medical 

Superintendent (MS) of 
the hospital Abdul 
Hafeez Tonio was con-
tacted, he said that the 
CT scan machine was 
out-of-order before his 
posting in the hospital.

Repair of the machine 
will cost at least Rs4.5 
million, he said, adding, 
MRI and endoscopy 
facilities are also not 
available in the hospital.

The MS further men-
tioned that Robotic sur-
gery is an expensive 
treatment. A single sur-
gery costs about Rs0.25 
million, which is not pos-
sible with the budget 
and other funds the hos-
pital receives. As many 
as 150 posts are lying 
vacant after the retire-
ment or deaths of staff 
members.

The Sindh government 
has been informed about 
current situation of the 
hospital and it is hoped 
that these issues will be 
resolved soon; he added.

Qatar Hospital faces serious management problems

ISlAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Inter-
Provincial Coordination 
(IPC) Ehsan Ur Rehman 
Mazari was delightful to 
see Pakistani youth asso-
ciated to the challenging 
sport of mountain climb-
ing and building soft 
image of the country.

President Alpine Club 
Abu Zafar Sadiq along 
with young mountain-
eers Shehroze  Kashif 
and Abdul Joshi called 
on the minister here on 
Wednesday.

According to the press 
release, mountaineering 
was quite a challenging 
sport and Pakistan is 
blessed with few of the 
highest mountains 
including world’s second 
highest peak K-2, these 
peaks attract number of 
mountaineers, climbers 
and tourists from across 

the globe.
Pakistan has also pro-

duced great mountain-
eers who conquered 
these giants and one of 
those young mountain-
eers was Shehroze Kashif 
who started trekking and 
mountaineering just at 
the age of 11. Before he 
reached  20, he already 
had climbed world’s 
seven highest moun-
tains.

Shehroze Kashif dur-
ing the meeting 
expressed his future 
plan of becoming the 
world’s youngest man to 
climb all 14 highest 
mountains in the world. 
It will not only bring 
pride for

the nation but will also 
promote tourism and 
help the economy, he 
said.

The minister appreci-

ated the young aspirants 
and assured that anyone 
who contributes building 
soft image of Pakistan 
was indeed praisewor-

thy.
He also promised that 

government would pro-
vide him maximum sup-
port to achieve this honor 

for the nation. He said 
this would inspire other 
young people to come 
forward and bring lau-
rels for their country.

IPC minister all praise for young mountaineers

BOSTON: Rory 
McIlroy wouldn’t call 
defectors to the Saudi-
backed lIV Golf series 
complicit in sportswash-
ing but said he was “dis-
appointed” in Phil 
Mickelson for his early 
role as a recruiter.

Mickelson, Dustin 
Johnson, Patrick Reed 
and Bryson Dechambeau 
are among those playing 
this week at US Open at 
The Country Club who 
have joined lIV Golf, 
which offers the richest 
prize money in golf his-
tory to lure top talent 
from the US PGA Tour.

McIlroy, a four-time 
major winner and an 
ardent PGA supporter, 
wouldn’t say the lIV 
Golf players are com-
plicit in sportswashing to 
enhance Saudi Arabia’s 
reputation through 
spending on sport.

“I don’t think they’re 
complicit in it,” McIlroy 
said. “They all have the 
choice to play where they 
want to play and they’ve 
made their decision.

“My dad said to me a 
long time ago, once you 
make your bed, you lie in 
it, and they’ve made 
their bed. That’s their 
decision, and they have 
to live with that.”

McIlroy said he sympa-
thized with a group of 
9-11 victim families who 
said they felt betrayed by 
US golfers playing for 
the Saudis. The group 
has sued Saudi Arabia 
for complicity in the 
attacks, something the 
Saudi government 
denies.

“Of course, I under-
stand where these fami-
lies are coming from,” 
McIlroy said. 
“Everything is just so 
intertwined and it’s hard 
to separate sport from 
politics, dirty money 
from clean money. It’s a 

very convoluted world 
right now.

“I certainly empathize 
with those families. I 
have friends that have 
lost people in 9/11 and 
it’s a really tragic thing.”

McIlroy, however, also 
refused to paint all 
Saudis with the same 
brush as those throwing 
money at golfers.

“I’m sure not every 
Saudi Arabian is a bad 
person,” McIlroy said. 
“We’re talking about this 
in such a generalized 
way. I’ve spent a lot of 
time in the Middle East, 
and the vast majority of 

people that I’ve met 
there are very nice peo-
ple.

“But there are bad peo-
ple everywhere. The bad 
people that came from 
that part of the world did 
some absolutely horren-
dous things.”

McIlroy, 33, said he has 
not lost respect for 
Mickelson “as a golfer” 
but ripped his decisions 
off the course.

“I’ve been disap-
pointed with how he has 
went about what he has 
done,” McIlroy said. “But 
I think he has come back 
and shown some remorse 

about how he has han-
dled some things so I 
think he has learned 
from that.

“Am I disappointed he 
has taken the route that 
he has taken? I am, but I 
still respect him tremen-
dously.”

Third-ranked McIlroy, 
who took his 21st US 
PGA title on Sunday at 
the Canadian Open, 
hasn’t won a major title 
in eight years.

McIlroy has made him-
self a vocal PGA Tour 
leader, calling it “the 
right thing to do” for 
golf’s legacy.

“I hate to see all the 
players that came before 
us and all the hard work 
that they’ve put in just 
come out to be nothing,” 
McIlroy said.

“I don’t think anyone 
can see where this thing 
will be in five or 10 years’ 
time.”

McIlroy said the lIV-
PGA fracture probably 
won’t destroy friendships 
between players.

“I don’t think it will 
strain any relationships,” 
McIlroy said. “I’m still 
going to be close with the 
guys that have made the 
decision to play those 
events. It’s not as if you 
agree on absolutely eve-

I S l A M A B A D : 
Pakistan batters hold the 
top two positions in both 
ODIs and T20Is and a 
number of slow bowlers 
have made significant 
progress in the ICC 
Rankings.

In the MRF Tyres ICC 
Men’s ODI Player 
Rankings that has been 
updated after Pakistan 
versus West Indies series, 
third Zimbabwe versus 
Afghanistan match and 
the first match between 
Sri lanka and Australia, 
the Pakistan opener has 
moved up to take second 
spot behind captain 
Babar Azam after a 
Player of the Series 
effort of 65, 72 and 62, 
said a press release 
issued here.

The rankings for bat-
ters see Mohammad 
Rizwan gain one position 
to reach second in the 
list, also led by Babar. 
Aaron Finch has moved 
up one place to fifth 
while India’s Ishan 
Kishan has galloped 68 
places to reach seventh 
position after aggregat-
ing 164 runs in three 
matches against South 
Africa.

This was the first 
instance of Pakistan bat-
ters grabbing the top two 
positions in the ODI 
rankings.

West Indies player 
Shai Hope (up two places 
to 11th), Afghanistan’s 
Hashmatullah Shahidi 
(up five places to 45th), 
Australia’s Marcus 
Stoinis (up four places to 
joint-50th) and Sri 
lanka’s Danushka 
Gunathilaka (up six 
places to joint-50th) are 
the others to move up the 
ODI batters’ list.

Meanwhile, Australia 
fast bowler Josh 
Hazlewood has moved 
up to number two and 
Pakistan’s Shaheen 
Afridi to number four in 
the bowlers’ list led by 
New Zealand’s Trent 
Boult. Spinners 
Mujeebur Rahman of 
Afghanistan, Akeal 
Hosein of the West 
Indies, Wanindu 
Hasaranga of Sri lanka 
and Shadab Khan of 
Pakistan have also 
moved up the rankings 
for bowlers.

Hazlewood has also 
moved back to number 
one in the MRF Tyres 
ICC Men’s T20I Player 
Rankings while Maheesh 
Theekshana of Sri lanka 
is up 16 places to eighth 
in the list. Australia spin-
ner Ashton Agar (up 
three places to ninth), 
India seamer 
Bhuvaneshwar Kumar 
(up seven places to 11th) 
and spinner Yuzvendra 
Chahal (up four places to 
26th) are the others to 
gain.

Meanwhile, England 
batter Joe Root was back 
at the top of the ICC 
Men’s Test Player 
Rankings after smashing 
a second successive cen-
tury in the ongoing ICC 
World Test Championship 
series against New 
Zealand.

Root, who had reached 
within striking distance 
of Marnus labuschagne 
after the first Test, has 
wrested back the top spot 
from the Australia bat-
ter, whom he now leads 
by five rating points. 
Root is on 897 points 
after his knock of 176 in 
the first innings of the 
Nottingham Test, 20 less 
than his highest of 917 
points.

Root first grabbed 
number one position in 
August 2015 and was last 
at the top in December 
2021 before labuschagne 
leapfrogged him. Root 

has been No.1 in Tests for 
163 days so far. Steve 
Smith (1,506 days), Virat 
Kohli (469 days) and 
Kane Williamson (245 
days) are the others to 
have had substantial vig-
ils at the top in recent 
years.

Root’s compatriots, 
Player of the Match 
Jonny Bairstow and cap-
tain Ben Stokes have also 
had major gains. 
Bairstow’s 92-ball 136 
that led the last day chase 
for an eventual five-
wicket win, has moved up 
13 places to 39th position 
while Stokes’s 75 not out 
has taken him from 27th 
to 22nd position.

Ollie Pope (up 22 places 
to 53rd) and Alex lees 
(up 26 places to 86th) 
have also moved up the 
rankings for batters 
while seam bowler 
Matthew Potts has 
advanced 18 places to 
59th after picking up 
three wickets in the 
match.

For New Zealand, 
Daryl Mitchell’s scores of 
190 and 62 not out have 
lifted him 33 places to a 
career-best 17th position 
while Tom Blundell’s first 
innings century has 
helped him move up four 
places to 31st position. 
Devon Conway’s innings 
of 46 and 52 see him inch 
up one slot to 23rd. Fast 
bowler Trent Boult is up 
four places to ninth.

Pak batters hold top two 
positions in ICC ODIs, 

T20Is Rankings

McIlroy ‘disappointed’ with 
breakaway league’s rebels
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I S L A M A B A D : 
Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
Vice President Maryam 
Nawaz stated that the 
Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) direc-
tor general’s statement 
was not political, but 
was based on facts.

The PML-N leader’s 
remarks came in 
response to the criticism 
of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leaders 
against DG ISPR Maj 
Gen Babar Iftikhar’s 
statement that there 
was no evidence found 
of a ‘foreign conspiracy’, 
that PTI chief Imran 
Khan claims led to his 
ouster.

Maryam Nawaz while 
talking to the media in 
Islamabad harshly criti-
cised the former pre-
mier’s policies, “Imran 
Khan was playing with 
Pakistan for four years, 
then when the economy 
was ruined, he mort-
gaged it to the IMF 
[International Monetary 
Fund].”

She added that the 
ousted government had 

laid an ‘economic mine-
field’ for their succes-
sive government, add-
ing that the former 
interior minister for 
the PTI had even admit-
ted to this.

Defending the petro-
leum price hike and 
additional taxes stipu-
lated in the new budget, 
the PML-N vice presi-
dent stated that Shehbaz 
Sharif’s government did 
not willingly impose 
such conditions.

“The agreement was 
reached with the IMF in 
2019 [during Imran 
Khan’s government]. As 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif is committed to 
fulfilling the agree-
ment, we have to take 
steps to abide by it,” she 
furthered.

Pinning the blame of 
inflation onto the for-
mer government, 
Maryam stated that the 
PTI had agreed to levy 
taxes and increase the 
prices of petroleum 
products with the IMF. 
She added that accord-
ing to the agreement the 
price of petrol should 

have been Rs300 per 
litre today.

Alluding to Imran 
Khan’s calls to protest, 
the PML-N leader said 
that calls for anarchy, 
sedition, and violence 
against the state will be 
strongly dealt with by 
the government.

“One corruption scan-
dal after another is com-
ing out against Imran 
Khan; he is shocked at 
the nation’s rejection,” 
she added.

The PML-N leader 
also accused the former 
premier of “hiding” in 
Peshawar out of fear of 
interior minister Rana 
Sanaullah.

Referring to Nawaz 
Sharif’s comments 
regarding former presi-
dent General Pervez 
Musharraf’s return to 
Pakistan, the PML-N 
leader stated that the 
party supremo did not 
believe in personal 
revenge and his state-
ments were made on 
humanitarian grounds.

On the matter of elec-
tions, Maryam Nawaz 
said that tough deci-

sions were necessary for 
the stability of the coun-
try, adding that the gen-
eral election will be 
held on time.

DG ISPR Maj Gen 
Babar Iftikhar had said 
in a TV interview on 
Tuesday that the agen-
cies had found no evi-
dence of a “foreign con-
spiracy” and that the 
NSC participants had 
been clearly told that no 
conspiracy was hatched 
against the PTI govern-
ment. “No one has a 
right to distort the 
facts,” he added. 
“Everyone has a right to 
have an opinion but no 
one should spread lies.”

The DG ISPR’s TV 
interview triggered 
scathing rejoinders from 
the PTI.

Addressing a news 
conference in the fed-
eral capital on 
Wednesday, PTI secre-
tary general and former 
federal minister Asad 
Umar said the chief mil-
itary spokesperson 
“should not interpret 
the political matters”.

He maintained that 

the words “foreign inter-
ference” had been used 
in the cypher.

 “All these facts were 
mentioned in the 
cypher. It was said that 
Pakistan would face 
hard times if the no-con-

fidence motion failed. 
Pakistan was directly 
threatened in the 
cypher,” Umar said, 
adding that he and PTI 
leader Dr Shireen 
Mazari were present in 
the first NSC.

Umar said that Imran, 
as PTI chairman, would 
write a letter to the 
Supreme Court to con-
duct an inquiry into the 
matter.

“We want a judicial 
commission to be 

formed and the facts be 
brought before the 
nation. Defending the 
national security is also 
the responsibility of the 
elected leadership,” he 
said.

Hours after the PTI 
leaders’ presser, the DG 
ISPR in another TV 
interview said that the 
military has said that it 
has no objection whatso-
ever if a judicial com-
mission is set up to 
probe into the PTI’s 
claims that Imran Khan 
had been ousted from 
power through a foreign 
conspiracy.

“Whatever commis-
sion the government 
forms, the military will 
extend full coopera-
tion,” DG ISPR Maj Gen 
Babar Iftikhar said in a 
TV interview on 
Wednesday – the day 
the PTI’s chorus for a 
judicial probe rose to a 
crescendo.

“The incumbent gov-
ernment has this option. 
The previous govern-
ment also had this 
option,” the military 
spokesperson said.

DG ISPR’s statement not political, but based on facts: Maryam

ISLAMABAD: The 
Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) has 
expressed concerns over 
low quality of the locally 
assembled cars and the 
spotty implementation of 
safety standards of vehi-
cles produced in the 
country.

The committee also 
expressed their concerns 
regarding taxes on elec-
tric vehicles (EVs). “EVs 
should not be subject to 
13.5% or 17% sales tax,” 
committee members 
said.

The committee met 
under the chairmanship 
of Noor Alam Khan and 
was attended by Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) 
Chairman Asim Ahmed, 
Secretary Industries and 
Production Imdad Bosal, 
CEO of Engineering 
Development Board 
(EDB) Raza Abbas Shah, 
besides other officials 
including representa-
tives of car companies.

The meeting discussed 
the matters pertaining to 
the delays in vehicle 
delivery and concerns 
regarding the build qual-
ity of the locally manu-
factured cars.

As the panel initiated 
the discussion, the com-
mittee’s chairman 
expressed anger over the 
absence of car company 
CEOs, secretary of cli-
mate change, and secre-
tary of information and 
technology from the 
meeting.

An official represent-
ing Pak Suzuki Motor 
Company (PSMC) said 
that the company cur-
rently has orders for 
20,000 units, claiming 
that the new Suzuki cars 

contain all the safety fea-
tures, hence the rise in 
demand.

However, the PAC 
chairman chided the 
automobile company’s 
representative for “mis-
representing” the facts, 
pointing out that their 
cars did not even have 
airbags installed in 
them.  “Suzuki lied about 
its safety standards,” he 
noted.

“In 2010, these compa-
nies told this committee 
that we would make eve-
rything locally which has 
not happened till now,” 
he pointed out.

A PTI MNA berated 
EDB’s “inability” to use 
its authority and ensure 
the development and 
improvement of 
Pakistan’s car industry. 
He said that the people 
are still awaiting the 
local manufacturing of 
cars in Pakistan.

The committee mem-
bers lamented that the 
essential components 
such as engines and driv-
etrains should be made 
in Pakistan, flagging the 
overall quality of locally 
assembled cars as an 

“absolute travesty”.
Meanwhile, former 

minister for science and 
technology and Senator 
Shibli Faraz termed the 
automobiles a “mafia”, 
asking why the country 
has been unable to pro-
duce engines locally.

As for its part, the EDB 
clarified that its efforts 
to boost the country’s car 
industry have yielded 
fruits. The ECB’s CEO 
informed that seven new 
companies have already 
started to assemble the 
cars locally.

He shared that the 
EDB played a significant 
role in the said develop-
ment and added that the 
EDB was also seeking 
cooperation from some 
large groups.

The EDB officials com-
plained that the carmak-
ers do not allow the 
board to inspect the new 
vehicles to ascertain 
whether they meet the 
safety standards.

In concluding the ses-
sion, the chairman asked 
EDB to ensure better out-
put from automakers in 
terms of quality and ser-
vice.

PAC opposes 17% sales tax 
on electric vehicles

KARACHI: Sindh 
Assembly Opposition 
Leader Haleem Adil 
Sheikh has written a let-
ter to Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Umar Ata 
Bandial highlighting a 
“grave threat” to his life, 
allegedly by the Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) 
leadership.

In his letter addressed 
to the Sindh High Court 
(SHC) chief justice as 
well, Sheikh said there 
were “immediate and 
serious threats” to his 
life and he wanted 
“immediate and appro-
priate” action from quar-
ters concerned.

According to the PTI 
leader, he had been receiv-
ing threats since the day 
he took oath as the opposi-
tion leader of Sindh. He 
alleged that former presi-

dent Asif Ali Zardari, his 
son Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, and Sindh CM 
Murad Ali Shah tried to 
harm his life and reputa-
tion through their front-
men multiple times. The 
MPA said the government 
also filed “fake cases” 
against him.

The provincial opposi-
tion leader said the gov-
ernment wanted to pre-
vent him from attending 
the budget session and 
that’s why it had ramped 
up action against him. 
“…they have filed vari-
ous baseless cases 
against me and have 
raided my home multiple 
times. It is important to 
note that one SHO who 
conducted these raids 
and harassed my family 
was himself a criminal 
absconder being tried for 

murder,” the letter 
alleged.

The Sindh opposition 
leader further said, 
“During the last month 
when the son of one of my 
family friends was 
arrested, he was told by 
one front man of Zardari 
that there are direct 

orders from the Zardari 
to harm my life. He was 
told that police and the 
anti-corruption depart-
ment were instructed to 
arrest me and then a PPP 
blue-eyed officer, who is 
a known criminal, their 
frontman and whose 
name was recently also 

in the apex committee 
findings, would ensure 
that I was murdered in 
police or joint custody, 
making it look like an 
accident,” the letter 
alleged. “The roots [sic] 
were sowed in Bilawal 
House,” the PTI law-
maker alleged.

The letter further said 
that if something hap-
pened to Haleem Sheikh 
then the “sole responsi-
bility will go to Asif 
Zardari, Bilawal Zardari, 
CM Murad Ali Shah…
and some facilitators”.

The copies of the letter 
were sent to the Karachi 
Corps commander, Sindh 
Assembly speaker, inte-
rior secretary, Sindh 
Rangers DG, ISI sector 
commander, Sindh IG, 
Sindh AIG, and IB joint 
director in Karachi.

Haleem writes to CJP over 
‘grave threat’ to life

I S L A M A B A D : 
Describing Pakistan as 
“internationally isolated 
and disengaged”, 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto-Zardari on 
Thursday made a strong 
pitch for re-engagement 
with India asking 
whether cutting of ties 
with India served the 
country’s interests.

“Does it serve our 
interests, do we achieve 
our objectives whatever 
they may be, be it 
Kashmir, be it rising 
Islamophobia, the 
Hindutva supremacist 
nature of the new 
regimes and the govern-
ments in India? Does it 
serve our objective that 
we have practically cut 
off all engagements,” 
asked Bilawal while 
speaking at the Institute 
of Strategic Studies in 
Islamabad.

“That I as foreign min-
ister, as a representative 
of my country, not only 
speak to the Indian gov-
ernment but I don’t 
speak to the Indian peo-
ple and is this the best 
way to communicate or 

achieve Pakistan’s objec-
tives,” he added.

The relationship 
between Pakistan and 
India is at a standstill 
since India revoked the 
special status of disputed 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
August 2019. In reaction 
to the Indian unilateral 
move, Pakistan down-
graded ties with India 
and suspended bilateral 
trade.

There was some hope 
of rapprochement in 
February 2021 when the 
two countries renewed 
the ceasefire along the 
Line of Control (LoC). 
The truce is still holding 
but the two sides could 
not agree on the next 
steps to resume talks.

But with the change of 
government, there has 
been a renewed hope for 
some level of engage-
ment. It is believed that 
some kind of “back chan-
nels” are active to find a 
way out of the current 
impasse.

Against this backdrop, 
the statement of Foreign 
Minister Bilawal indi-
cated that there was an 

eagerness on part of the 
current government to 
bring some shift.

Bilawal, however, 
admitted that Indian 
“incredible assault” on 
Pakistan’s position on 
Kashmir, attempts to 
change the demography 
of the disputed territory 
and recent Islamophobic 
remarks of the BJP offi-
cials made it “very diffi-
cult, if not possible” for 
Pakistan to re-engage 
with India.

“We don’t have a trad-
ing relationship with 
India and many will 

argue absolutely we 
should not. The environ-
ment is not as such, given 
these outrageous assaults 
on our principles it would 
be inappropriate for 
Pakistan to take such a 
step,” he said.

He, however, said oth-
ers would argue in favour 
of trade ties while refer-
ring to the “great power” 
conflicts between the US 
and China.

He said economic 
engagement between the 
US and China was one of 
the reasons the tussle 
between the two powers 

didn’t get as bad as many 
might have predicted.

He then referred to the 
first term of Benazir 
Bhutto in 1988 saying 
perhaps it was the time 
Pakistan could have cre-
ated the kind of eco-
nomic engagement with 
India that might have 
compelled both sides not 
to resort to extreme 
measures.

While Bilawal may 
have understood the dif-
ficulties of engaging with 
India at this stage, he 
pushed for directly com-
municating with the peo-
ple of India, who accord-
ing to him, were not 
responsible for the steps 
taken by the Modi gov-
ernment.

“If I am taking at them 
through the media, 
through press confer-
ences, through press 
releases and not talking 
with them then am I able 
to effectively impact any 
sort of change. Forget 
about the government. 
Surely talking to the peo-
ple and engaging with 
the public serves the 
interests of Pakistan.”

Bilawal makes pitch for re-engagement 
with India

I S L A M A B A D : 
Former prime minister 
Imran Khan invited the 
lawyer community to 
join the ‘real freedom 
movement’ led by the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) on the back 
of an alleged regime 
change conspiracy by 
the US following 
Imran’s visit to Russia.

Addressing a cere-
mony organised by the 
Islamabad High Court 
Bar Association, the 
PTI chairman who had 
been crying foul since 
his ouster from power 
reiterated that the no-
confidence motion was 
brought against him 
with the help of the US.

“Pakistan is not the 
first country where the 
US instigated regime 
change,” Imran said, 
adding that Washington 
will meddle again if 
Pakistanis did not stand 
up to the alleged inter-
vention.

According to Imran, 
the lawyer community 
had a major responsibil-
ity since Pakistan was 
standing at crossroads. 
He added that lawyers 
played a key role in the 
PTI and the ‘real free-
dom movement’.

The former premier 

said the lawyers and 
judiciary needed to play 
their part for the 
supremacy of law and 
added that the PTI will 
protest within the ambit 
of the law.

He said Pakistan had 
no stakes in the Russia-
Ukraine war as it was 
more concerned with 

poverty in the country. 
He added that the 
increase in petrol 
prices would increase 
poverty.

Speaking about the 
new prime minister, 
Imran alleged that 
Shehbaz had taken over 
the National 
Accountability Bureau 
and Federal 
Investigation Agency in 
a bid to drop corruption 
cases against him. 

He added that the 
money laundering case 
against Shehbaz was an 
“open and shut [case] 
which should have been 
decided a year ago”.

Imran invites lawyers to join 
‘real freedom movement’

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Shahbaz Sharif 
directed to start work on 
the Sukkur-Hyderabad 
motorway project at the 
earliest.

PM Shahbaz Sharif 
issued the directives 
while chairing a high-
level meeting to review 
the progress of ongoing 
construction projects of 
the National Highway 
Authority (NHA).

PM Shahbaz also 
directed to start work on 
Karakoram Highway’s 
Thaha Kot-Rai Kot 
Section, Babusar Tunnel 
and Khuzdar Kuchlak 
Road at the earliest, 
Radio Pakistan reported.

The prime minister 

said the procedure for 
awarding contracts for 
projects should be made 
more transparent. He 
said the country cannot 
afford further stalemate 
in development projects.

The PM said the devel-
opment journey in the 
last four years was halted 
due to criminal negli-
gence.

He asked the con-
cerned quarters to get 
assistance from 
Pakistani embassies for 
the verification of inter-
national companies.

He said it is the respon-
sibility of the concerned 
agencies to make every 
effort to save the time 
and money of the coun-

try and the nation.
PM Shahbaz Sharif 

approved the formation 
of a committee to 

improve the procure-
ment process.

PM Shahbaz directs to start work on 
Sukkur-Hyderabad motorway
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